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Broward Amateur Radio Club201 1  Club Officers & Dire ctors  
 

  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS            Name         Call Sign         Phone #      E-mail 

President Robin Terrill  N4HHP 954 249-5343 n4hhp@arrl.net  

Vice President Tony Annese KG4EXA  954 931-4147 kg4exa@hotmail.com 

Secretary Ricki Witte  KJ4FSJ 954 566-3772 rickiwitte@bellsouth.net  

Treasurer Len Weiss WE1SS 954 963-7713 ab4lv@bellsouth.net 

Administrator Officer  Tom Hayes N4MEO 954 791-9923 hayesjt@bellsouth.net 

Communications Officer Mike Brand  N4RQY 954 961-4434 n4rqy@bellsouth.net 

Director  Al Flapan KN4FA 954 748-7218 kn4fa@comcast.net 

Director  John Flood K4DLX  954 587 4596 k4dlx@bellsouth.net 

Director  Rob Frailing AJ4SB 954 701-3966 frailing@bellsouth.net 

Director  Ralph Tullo N0LO 954 304-4449 n0lo@arrl.net  

Director  Sherry Tullo KB5VWW  954 304-5237 kb5vww@arrl.net  

Trustee Ralph Tullo N0LO 954 304-4449 n0lo@arrl.net  

COMMITTEES  
    

Electronic Newsletter Robin Terrill  N4HHP 954 249-5343 n4hhp@arrl.net  

CLUB RESOURCES 
    

Repeater Committee & Consultant Mark Lavallee AC4UV 954 961-2642 mark.lavallee@advantage-com.com 

Repeater Committee & Consultant Mike Brand  N4RQY 954 961- 4434 
 

n4rqy@bellsouth.net 

 

Repeater Committee Robin Terrill  N4HHP 954 249-5343 n4hhp@arrl.net  

ARRL Volunteer Examiner  Liaison 
For the Broward Amateur Radio Club 

Al Flapan KN4FA 954 748-7218 kn4fa@comcast.net 

 ARES®  Emergency Coordinator Carol Sjursen KJ4AWB  954 803-6338 kj4awb@arrl.net  

ARES® District Emergency 

Coordinator  

David Fowler 

Carol Sjursen 

K4DLF  

KJ4AWB  

561 676-3007 

954 803-6338 

k4dlf@arrl.net  

kj4awb@arrl.net  

 Broward County RACES Officer Robin Terrill  N4HHP 954 249-5343 n4hhp@arrl.net  

Broward County Skywarn Coordinator Robin Terrill  N4HHP 954 249-5343 n4hhp@arrl.net  

Red Cross Liaison Tony Annese KG4EXA  954 931-4147 kg4exa@hotmail.com  

Web Administrator  Larry Arthu r ton N4YWN 615 893-7821 larrya@eagle3.net 
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Broward Amateur Radio Club Repeaters 

VHF Repeater 

146.910 MHz. -600 MHz, PL Tone 110.9 Hz.  

UHF Repeater 

444.825 MHz. +500 MHz, PL Tone 110.9 Hz.  

220 MHz, Repeater 

224.760 MHz -1.6 MHz. PL Tone 110.9 Hz 

The Broward Amateur Radio Club (BARC) was founded in 1946 and received their 

ARRL Charter of Affiliation March 2, 1949. The club call sign is W4AB with several r e-
peaters covering all of but not   limited   to Broward County. The coverage of the repe a-

ter maybe as far South as Central Miami Dade County and as far North as Palm Beach 
County .  In  2008, we had received our 60 th  anniversary award of the ARRL Affili a tion.  

The B roward Amateur Radio Club  had a member named Cy Harris, W4MAQ who env i-

sioned  a tail gate (out of the trunk of your car) type of flea market.  The very first flea 
market was held in the mid 1980sô on the Motorola NE parking lot located in Sunrise 
Florida.  The flea market was so succes sful that Cy named the flea market ñthe Free 

Fleaò because there was no charge to anyone wanting to participate .  The Free Flea 
went on into the middle 1990sô when Cy Harris became a silent key.  In memory of Cy 

Harris, the Broward Amateur Radio Club bestowed upon him in his name from that 
point forwar d , the honor of calling the BARC Free Flea , the Cy Harris W4MAQ Memor ial 
Free Flea .   

 

BARC Mission Statement   

 

Our mission   at   the   Broward   Amateur Radio Club (BARC) is to mentor new hams, e n-

hance fellowship among radio amateurs, provide emergency and p ublic service co m-

munications support to the community, and further the interests of amateur radio.   

This shall be a ccomplished by providing educational programs geared toward the new 

amateur radio operators and by promoting involvement in ARES® /RACES for e me r-

gency commun ications.  
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      THE PRESIDENT SPEAKS 

Can you believe that this year is over half gone.  We are Already one month into the 

Atlantic hurricane season with above adverage rain fall.  For those of you that have just 

gotten their amateur radio license, or if you had your license for a while, I would like to 

take this time to tell you that there is more to amateur radio than just upgtrading and 

playing radio.   

Did  you  know  that  local,  state  and  federal  governments  use  amateur  radio  operators  during  times  where  regular 
communications is either overloaded or non-existant?  The ham is asked to join and be an active part of two services.   
 
The  first  service is the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) is a corps of trained amateur radio operator volun-
teers  organized  to  assist  in  public  service  and  emergency communications.  It  is  organized  and  sponsored  by the 
 American Radio Relay League.   The  Amateur  Radio  Emergency  Service® (ARES) consists of licensed amateurs who 
have  voluntarily registered their qualifications and equipment, with their local ARES leadership, for communications duty 
in the public service when disaster strikes.  
 
The  second service is the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) which is a public service provided by a re-
serve (volunteer) communications group within government agencies in times of extraordinary need. Traditional RACES 
operations involve emergency message handling on Amateur Radio Service frequencies. These operations typically in-
volve messages  between critical locations such as hospitals, emergency services, emergency shelters, and any other 
locations where communication is needed. These communications are handled in any mode available, with 2 meters FM 
being the most prevalent. During time of war, when the President exercises his War Emergency Powers, RACES might 
become the only communications allowed via amateur radio.  
 
If you would like to get involved in RACES or ARES, please fill out the application at the end of this Newsletter and bring it 
to the ARES/RACES meeting.  If you need more information regarding emergency communications, the Broward County 
ARES Emergency Coordinator is Carol Sjursen . KJ4AWB kj4awb@arrl.net 954 803-6338 and the Broward County RAC-
ES Officer is Robin Terrill / N4HHP n4hhp@arrl.net 954 249-5343. You will also find a map with directions on the back 
cover of this Newsletter. 
 
Lastly, I  would  like  to  thank  everyone  that participated in the joint field day that both the Broward Amateur Radio Club 
and the Davie/Cooper City Amateur Radio Club had at Plantation Heritage Park.  Our field day chairpersonsô were Mickey 
Baker / N4MB and Rob Frailing AJ4SB and together pulled off what anyone would say was very successful to say the 
least.  I can go  on  and  onéééé.   Now, if you want to find out more about who was there and what they did, Mickey 
Baker/ N4MB submitted  an  article  and  pictures located toward the back of this Newsletter with pictures.  At the conclu-
sion of Field Day 2011, I had already  reserved  the  same  three  pavilions  for Field Day 2012 so start planning on what 
you would like to see or do for next  yearôs field day and please let it be known in advance that you would like to partici-
pate. Our Chairpersonsô will be the same for next year.  
 

  By   the   way,   SUBMISSIONS  WANTED!   Send  your  ideas,  bios,  camera  ready  
please,  articles,  cartoons,  etc.  to Robin Terrill  at n4hhp@comcast.net  ALL HELP WILL BE APPRECIATED! 
                                                                                                                                                          73, Robin Terrill N4HHP 
                                                                                                                                                          BARC President & Editor 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amateur_radio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amateur_radio_emergency_communications
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Radio_Relay_League
mailto:kj4awb@arrl.net
mailto:n4hhp@arrl.net
mailto:n4hhp@comcast.net
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             BARC June 14 th  2011  Club Minutes  
 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Broward Amateur Radio was called to order by President Robin Terrill, 
N4HHP, with 19 persons in attendance.  
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Treasurer Len Weiss, WE1SS, reported receipts of $80 in the last month, 
leaving a balance of $1,782.00. 
 
Robin Terrill reported that the voter had been repaired. He also explained that the BARC website is down tem-
porarily, having been overwhelmed by the addition of the most recent newsletter. 
 
Mickey Baker, N4MB, reported on plans for Field Day, which will be held at Heritage Park in Plantation. He will 
do some preliminary setting up at approximately 5:00 pm on Friday, June 24th; setting up in earnest will begin 
at approximately 9:00 a.m. Saturday, June 25th. The station will be dismantled at 2:00 pm Sunday, June 26th. 
There was a discussion of the ARRL Field Day rules and procedures. 
 
Les Weiss said that the park closes at 7:00 pm, after which the gate will be locked with a combination lock (For 
members arriving late, 3191 will be the combination). 
 
Mike Wolf, KI4JRT, said that the tradersô net (Wednesdays 8:00 pm, on the 91 repeater) continues although 
not many people have checked in recently. 
 
Mickey Baker said that the coax cable several people had ordered would be available after the meeting. The 
business meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm, after which Rob Frailing, AJ4SB, gave a presentation on QRP (low 
wattage) operation, which has the advantages of being condo friendly and easily portable. His presentation 
was completed at 8:33 pm. . 
 
Present at the meeting were: N4HHP, N4MEO, N1BUZ, N4JEW, WE1SS, KN4FA, N4FXN, KI4JRT, KD4FRB, 
N4MB, AJ4ME, WW4DQ, W3AZD, WB3ANE, KJ4NWZ, W4EMM, AJ4SB, KJ4FSI, and KJ4FSJ 
 
 
                                                                                                                                Ricki Witte, KJ4FSJ 
                                                                                                                                Secretary 
 

      The BARC program for the July meeting will be 
    "Lightning and Ham Radio ... it was a dark and stormy night...ò    
                                                        Presented By Kai Siwiak, KE4PT 

 

Florida  is  dubbed  the lightning capital of the world, and lightning can have a profound effect on our ham radio 

activities. Although we take reasonable precautions and ground our stations and antennas well, the direct con-

ductive  path is not lightningôs only path destruction. The radiated electromagnetic pulse (EMP) from a lightning 

strike  can also cause mayhem and damage in the most unlikely places. Station KE4PT was recently damaged 

by a lightning strike. Here weôll explore the possible sneaky role that lightning EMP may have played. 
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The BARC Whishes Kevin Bunin / K4PG  A Speedy Recovery 
 
On Jun 29, 2011, at 11:27 PM, Peter / N8PR wrote: 
 
Kevin, 
I heard that you fell off a tower !  What happened?  Are you OK ?  DO you need any help with whatever you were working 
on? Let me know -  Please I hope you are not badly hurt. All I was told that you broke an ankle?   
 
What a pain... I can't believe that the rope broke like that.  WOW! 
Get well soon. If you need anything, let me know... I can climb and have a GOOD belt. 
 
73,  PeteR  N8PR 
 
From: Kevin Bunin  
June 11th I went up the tower to the nested section (22 ft) to attach a 2 foot stand-off with a pulley for my dipoles.  I bor-
rowed W2GGI's safety belt.  I checked it out at the bottom of the tower and it seemed okay, but when I attached at the top 
and leaned back the dead weight snapped the rope and I went down faster than I went up.  I was conscious the entire 
time; never lost consciousness.  Fell on my feet, relaxed, compressed and popped out on my back, alert.  Susan was 
screaming and I told her to please stop have the neighbor call 911 (he heard her).  Bottom line:  Broke my back at L3; the 
ER told me I would need surgery.  Broke my left ankle in five places across two bones; ER said I would need surgery on 
that also.   
 
The ER put me in their trauma unit when they discovered my back was broken.  After stabilization and tests, I was put into 
Trauma Step Down (their version of ICU)  First, the Orthopedic Surgeon came in the next day.  He said I was a very lucky 
man because the fractures were clean and close together so no surgery would be necessary; just a cast and no pressure 
on the foot for twelve weeks (dodged a bullet).  Later the spine surgeon came in and said I was a lucky man; the fracture 
at L3 radiated out away from the spinal cord and that at L3 there not as many nerves as the rest of the vertebrae.  No sur-
gery, just back brace and it will heal by itself (dodged the second bullet).  Inside I was elated; outwardly, I was in real pain.  
I dislocated ribs 9 and 10, nothing to do but let time take its course.  My right ankle I rupture the tendons, but no broken 
bones; again time will heal.  I was sent to rehab for two weeks on June 14th, came home two weeks later.  Using a walker 
and a wheel chair, a 3 in 1 potty, a grabber, and shoe trick thingy to put on socks, hi hi. 
 
I saw the orthopedic surgeon last Weds. and all is going well with the broken ankle.  I see the spine surgeon today.  Do 
not know what he is going to do, but I have a lot of questions. 
 
I will have some radio time!  When I feel up to it. 
 
Tim Cotton N4UM is sending me his climbing belt, hi hi.  Bob, N4BP, is bringing it back since he and Tim did FD together 
this year. 
 
I was not able to let people know right away as I spent three weeks in hospitals and rehab......only family came to visit, 
except for Art, WA8VSJ, who live a half mile away. 
 
Everyday is better than the one before, most of the time. 
 
Thanks for the offer of completing the project, Pete.  When I am a little better, I may take you up on the offer. 
 
73 and thanks for the email........you are a real friend. 
                                                                                    

de Kevin K4PG 

k4pg@att.net  

 

How to identify FPL Power Outages In Your Area 

                                                                                                                                               Sent in by Paul / WB0BBC 

Here's a good site to bookmark to identify FPL power outages in your area: 

http://www.fplmaps.com/index.shtml?cid=AH2010CL1 

mailto:k4pg@att.net
http://www.fplmaps.com/index.shtml?cid=AH2010CL1


 

7 
 

 

  Skywarn Strom Training Class Coming To The 

                 Broward County Emergency Operations Center 
                                                                                                                          From the National Weather Service (NWS) 

Date:           Saturday, September 17, 2011 

Time:           9:30am to 2:30pm (Lunch is not provided, bring your own) 

Location:    Broward County EOC 

                    201 NW 84th Avenue, Ops Floor 

                    Plantation, FL 33324 

 Course Description: 

The class is intended for those interested in becoming a Storm Spotter or those who are spotters already and wish to take 

a refresher course to sharpen their skills. Classes for a combination beginners through advanced Storm Spotters will be 

taught in a combined class by a meteorologist with the National Weather Service (NWS).  

Attendees must be at least 14 years old and accompanied by an adult. Attendees need to make their own lunch arrange-

ments. We encourage you to bring your own bag lunch with beverage. 

SKYWARN Storm Spotters is a nationwide network of volunteers who report observations of significant weather and 

damage resulting from severe weather to the National Weather Service. The National Weather Service then sends alerts 

to the public via television, radio, marine, aviation and weather radios, public safety agencies and other information 

sources that severe weather is approaching or has been sighted. Training is required in order to be a Storm Spotter.  

 Suggested Audience: 

SKYWARN classes are ideal for amateur radio operators, emergency management staff, Red Cross volunteers, CERT, 

firefighters, students, or anyone who is interested and wants to serve.  

Registration: 

Preregistration by Thursday, September 15th, is required as only 60 seats are available.  

Note:  The class will be canceled on short notice should the weather not be conducive to travel. 

To register contact Robin Terrill, Broward County Skywarn Coordinator at 954 249-5343 or email n4hhp@comcast.net  

Point of Contact: 

Course Contact: 

Robin Terrill, Broward County Skywarn Coordinator  

954 249-5343 

n4hhp@comcast.net 

 Broward County Contact: 

Richard Allen, Training Coordinator 

Broward County Emergency Management Division (EMD) 

954-831-3909 

RAllen@broward.org 

mailto:n4hhp@comcast.net
mailto:n4hhp@comcast.net
mailto:RAllen@broward.org
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    REWARD OFFERED 

                                                                                                                                              73s de Singh, AJ4VS 

A   REWARD  OF 500 MICROFARADS IS OFFERED FOR THE INFORMATION LEADING TO THE AR-

REST OF  HOP-A-LONG  CAPACITY.  THIS  UNRECTIFIED  CRIMINAL ESCAPED FROM A WESTERN 

PRIMARY CELL WHERE HE HAD BEEN CLAMPED IN IONS AWAITING THE GAUSS CHAMBER. 

 

HE  IS CHARGED WITH THE INDUCTION OF AN 18 TURN COIL NAMED MILLI HENRY WHO WAS 

FOUND CHOKED  AND  ROBBED  OF  VALUABLE  JOULES.  HE  IS  ARMED  WITH  A  CARBON  ROD  

AND  IS  A POTENTIAL  KILLER. CAPACITY IS ALSO CHARGED WITH DRIVING DC MOTOR OVER A 

WHEATSTONE BRIDGE AND REFUSING TO LET THE BAND-PASS. 

 

IF  ENCOUNTERED,  HE  MAY OFFER SERIES OF RESISTANCE. THE ELECTROMOTIVE FORCE SPENT 

THE  NIGHT  SEARCHING  FOR  HIM  IN  A  MAGNETIC FIELD, WHERE HE HAD GONE TO EARTH. 

THEY HAD NO SUCCESS AND BELIEVED HE HAD RETURNED OHM VIA A SHORT CIRCUIT. 

 

HE  WAS  LAST  SEEN RIDING A KILOCYCLE WITH HIS FRIEND EDDY CURRENT WHO WAS PLAYING 

A HARMONIC. 

 

       THE SEX LIFE OF THE ELECTRON  

                                                                                                                                                                                               by D.C. Current 

 

One night when his charge was pretty high, Micro - Farad decided  to seek a cute little  

coil to let him discharge.  

  

He picked up Millie - Amp and took her for a ride on his Megacycle.  They rode across the 

Wheat stone Bridge, around the sine waves and  stopped in the magnetic field by a flowing 

current.  

  

Micro - Farad, attracted by Millie - Amps characteristic curves, soon  had her fully charged 

and excited her resistance to a minimum. He laid her on the ground potential, raised her 

frequency and lowered her reluctance.  

  

He pulled out his high voltage probe and inserted it in her socket connectin g them in p a-

rallel, and began short circuiting her resistance  shunt. Fully excited, Millie - Amp mum-

bled, "OHM -  OHM -  OHM -  OHM". 

  

With his tube operating at a maximum and her field vibrating with  his current flow, 

caused her shunt to overheat and Micro - Farad was  rapidly discharged and drained of every 

electron.  

  

They fluxed all night, trying various connections and sockets, until his magnet had a 

soft core and lost all of it's field strength.  

  

Afterwards, Millie - Amp tried self induction and damaged he r solenoids. With his battery 

fully discharged, Micro - Farad was unable   to excite his field, so they spent the rest of 

the night reversing polarity and blowing each other's fuses.  
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       Dog With  A Problem  

                                                                                                                                                
                                                            This really happened.   Irwin,  N4IEW 
 
PHONE REPAIR 
A  Kansas  farm  wife  called  the  local  phone  company to report her telephone failed to ring when her friends 
called - and that on the few occasions, when it did ring, her dog always moaned right before the phone rang. 
 
The  telephone repairman proceeded to the scene, curious to see this psychic dog or senile lady. He climbed a 
telephone pole, hooked in his test set, and dialed the subscriber's house. 
 
The phone didn't ring right away, but then the dog moaned and the telephone began to ring. 
 
Climbing down from the pole, the telephone repairman found: 
 
1 . The dog was tied to the telephone system's ground wire with a steel chain and collar. 
 
2. The wire connection to the ground rod was loose. 
 
3. The dog was receiving 90 volts of signaling current when the number  was  called. 
 
4. After a couple of jolts, the dog would start moaning and then urinate. 
 
5. The wet ground would complete the circuit, thus causing the phone to ring. 
 
This demonstrates that some problems CAN be fixed by pissing and moaning. 
 
Thought  you'd like to know. 
 

Kazimierz ñKaiò Siwiak, KE4PT, Wins June QST Cover Plaque Award  

 

                              07/01/2011         sent in by Jeff Beals, WA4AW 

The winner of the QST Cover Plaque Award for June is Kazimierz ñKaiò Siwiak, KE4PT, for his article ñIs There an 
Optimum Height for an HF Antenna?òCongratulations Kai! The QST Cover Plaque award -- given to the author or 
authors of the best article in each issue -- is determined by a vote of ARRL members on the QST Cover Plaque Poll 
Web page. Cast a ballot for your favorite article in the July issue today. 

http://www.arrl.org/cover-plaque-poll
http://www.arrl.org/cover-plaque-poll
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.                                                       WINDOWS 7  

I've gained some experiences with Windows 7 when  Ann got a new laptop with W7 on it, and 
I've been using it as a tes t bed for applications (mostly professional aps, but some ham as 
well). Overall experience with W7 is positive.  
 
Moving from XP to W7 in not an upgraded. You need a new machine. (It is NEVER a good idea to 
upgrade to a new OS on an old machine). If it work s, don't "fix" it.  
Attachments sent from "Windows Mail" do not always open properly in standard email clients 
like Thunderbird.  
 
Windows calendar items sent in Windows Mail  might  be stripped off by other email clients.  
Thunderbird mail, Mozilla Firefox, and AVG- Free (antivirus) work just fine under W7.  
Office 2003 works well under W7. I retained Office 2003 to avoid that horrible non - intuitive 
ribbon interface. There are Microsoft converters that let Office 2003 programs read and write 
the latest Office f iles (,docx, .xlsx, .pptx, etc.).  
 
Always save Office files in "Office 2003" format, even from Office 2007 or later.  
Old programs and applications can be  coaxed to operate under W7 in a "compatibility mode"; 
even in the Home edition. (Did this change??) S ome graphics features of older programs (like 
3- D plotting in MathCAD 7) don't work in compatibility mode (but Mathcad 7 works just fine).  
 
A note on opening really OLD Office files. Microsoft has chosen to disable old office files 
generated by early versi ons of Office  from opening under newer Office versions, supposedly 
as a security measure. I found a simple work - around. The disabling occurred with no notice 
during a routine Microsoft security update.  
 
Note on ham applications: I've had issues with popul ar ham software (like MMTTY) even on an 
XP laptop. Hams often use undocumented OS capabilities  that are non - standard, especially 
with regard to I/O and USB access. This is an issue!  
 
If you hate W7, then note that W8 is just around the corner and we can g o through the pains 
yet again.  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                               73  Kai, KE4PT 

 

ARRL -- Your One-Stop Resource for Amateur Radio News and Information 

Join or Renew Today! ARRL membership includes QST 

Amateur Radio's most popular and informative journal, delivered to your mailbox each month. 

  Stores Stock New Bulbs for the Light Switch  
                                                                                                                                               Uncle Dave, N4QPM                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Just what this economy needs: Eco-mentalists demanding we change from a perfectly good light bulb to some-

thing  that  costs  4  to  10-times as much (50-cents vs. $5). So, two questions; what will little girls do for heat in 

their  "Easy  Bake Ovens" and will the Eco-police raid my house for the two cases of 60-Watt bulbs I still have? 

Don't  forget, if you break a mercury-vapor compact florescent bulb you MUST call-in a HazMat team. 

 

http://www.arrl.org/images/view/News/June2011QST_2.jpg
http://www.arrl.org/join
http://www.arrl.org/qst
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       Stores Stock New Bulbs for the Light  Switch   
 
                                                                                                                                                                    by Gwendolyn Bounds 

                                                                                                                                                                              Wednesday, June 1, 2011  

                                                                                                provided by 

                                   
Turns out, changing a light bulb is harder than it 

seems. 

New bulbs using halogen, compact-fluorescent and 

LED technologies have been sprouting up on store 

shelves recently. The flurry of products is a result of 

legislation passed in 2007 that requires general-

purpose bulbs, starting in January, to be at least 

25% more efficient than those using standard in-

candescent technology invented by Thomas Edison 

in 1879. 

As a result, most of today's incandescent bulbs will 

be phased out (some specialty bulbs are exempt) by 

2014 and replaced by more efficient alternatives. 

While cheap at 25 to 50 cents a pop, incandescent 

bulbs waste nearly all their energy in heat output. 

The light-bulb industry now faces a daunting task of 

re-educating shoppers who are still in the dark about 

their choices. A recent survey by General Electric 

Co. shows three-quarters of consumers have no idea 

about the new regulation and impending changes. 

 [More from WSJ.com: Housing Drama Continues 

for Orange County 'Housewives'] 

"They have all these new types of lights, and it's 

difficult to ascertain the benefits," says Don Hough, 

a New York City resident who frequently shops for 

bulbs for his residence and medical education and 

marketing business. "And the people working in the 

store, sometimes they don't know either." 

Most people are accustomed to buying bulbs based 

on watts, which refers to energy usage. Soon, they'll 

buy based on actual brightness, which is measured 

in something called lumens. That's because manu-

facturers have figured out a way to produce the 

same amount of light with fewer watts. For exam-

ple, a typical halogen-incandescent model today 

needs only 43 watts to create 800 lumens--the same 

brightness as a 60-watt incandescent bulb. 

"You talk about lumens and the consumer looks at 

you like you're speaking French to them," says Bill 

Hamilton, Home Depot Inc.'s electrical merchandis-

ing vice president who says stores have seen wor-

ried consumers hoarding incandescent bulbs. 

To help translate, manufacturer GE this fall will in-

troduce a dramatic packaging overhaul, organizing 

its light bulbs by lumen level using five different 

colors--yellow, green, blue, orange and purple. A 

watt-conversion will be on the package. Other 

brands, such as Osram Sylvania, will color-code 

packaging based on the light's actual color (warm 

and cool). By next year, the Federal Trade Commis-

sion will require manufacturers to post "Light 

Facts" labels on most bulb packaging with info 

about brightness, light appearance and annual ener-

gy cost, among other things. 

[More from WSJ.com: A House of Alternative 

Energy] 

"It's a very significant shift for us," says Kristin 

Gibbs, GE's general manager of consumer market-

ing for lighting. "We've got to manage consumer 

anxiety through this." 

Initially, consumers will find three main alternatives 

to incandescent bulbs on shelves: halogen-

incandescent, compact fluorescent (CFL) and light-

emitting diodes (LED). Many are designed similarly 

to the familiar pear-shaped "A-Line" bulb consum-

ers know. Halogens behave most like existing 

bulbs, but have an inner capsule filled with halogen 

http://wsj.com/
http://finance.yahoo.com/family-home/article/112839/http:/blogs.wsj.com/developments/2011/05/31/housing-drama-continues-for-orange-county-housewives/?mod=yahoo_free
http://finance.yahoo.com/family-home/article/112839/http:/blogs.wsj.com/developments/2011/05/31/housing-drama-continues-for-orange-county-housewives/?mod=yahoo_free
http://finance.yahoo.com/family-home/article/112839/http:/online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304520804576343530898444712.html?mod=yahoo_free
http://finance.yahoo.com/family-home/article/112839/http:/online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304520804576343530898444712.html?mod=yahoo_free
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gas around a filament to make the bulb about 25% 

more efficient than a traditional incandescent. 

They're also the cheapest alternative at less than $2 

each. 

"It's essentially a souped-up incandescent bulb," 

says Peter Soares, director of marketing for con-

sumer lighting at Philips Electronics North Ameri-

ca. 

CFLs, by comparison, produce a 75% energy sav-

ings and cost about $2 to $5 each. However, the 

bulbs contain faint traces of mercury, which can be 

released as vapor if the bulb is broken until properly 

cleaned up, according to the Environmental Protec-

tion Agency. 

The tell-tale "spiral" shape many consumers find 

unsightly is now often hidden inside a pear-shaped 

outer bulb. And consumers who complained about 

the bulbs' blue, sickly hues are finding new CFLs 

that produce light that is equally warm as incandes-

cent, says Mr. Soares of Philips. "In the end, CFLs 

may be a bridge technology to get us to some point 

in the future." 

[More from WSJ.com: Politically Incorrect Garden-

ing] 

That future, most in the industry believe, is the LED 

lamp--an ultra-compact light source using a semi-

conductor chip that is up to 85% more efficient than 

incandescent and lasts 25 times longer. 

LEDs remain the priciest option, with 9-watt and 

13-watt bulbs that replace 40-watt and 60-watt in-

candescent models costing from $20 to $55 each. 

Despite the price, they're gaining traction, and bulb 

costs are expected to drop dramatically over the 

next three years. Sales of LEDs at Home Depot, in-

cluding the retailer's own "EcoSmart" bulb brand, 

rose 500% in the last fiscal year ended Jan. 30. "I 

really believe LEDs will be our light source for 

every socket in our home in very short order here," 

says the retailer's Mr. Hamilton. 

In coming months, Philips, Home Depot, Osram 

Sylvania and other major brands will roll out LED 

substitutes for the 75-watt incandescent bulb, and a 

spate of 100-watt-equivalent LEDs are expected 

next year. One start-up, San Jose, Calif.-based 

Switch Bulb Co., says this fall it will offer an LED 

substitute for the 100-watter with suggested retail 

price of about $30. 

The U.S. Department of Energy estimates that bulbs 

compliant with the new law could save U.S. house-

holds nearly $6 billion in energy costs in 2015, 

when rollout is complete. Consumers may also be 

able to put brighter bulbs in their existing lamps and 

fixtures because the new bulbs use less wattage. 

"Right now people don't think about light bulbs," 

says Ellen Sizemore, product marketing manager 

for LED retrofit lamps at Osram Sylvania. "And the 

industry is going to force them to do that." 

 Space Weather Prediction Center to Continue Broadcasts    on WWV and WWVH 

                                          From the ARRL June Newsletter 

In April 2011, the Space Weather Prediction Center (SWPC) informed the 

public that as of September 6, 2011, it would no longer broadcast its geo-

physical alert message on WWV and WWVH. The ARRL has now learned 

that the SWPC has changed its mind and will keep broadcasting these mes-

sages that inform listeners of the solar flux, the mid-latitude A and K indices 

and space weather storms, both current and predicted. Due to listener feed-

back, the SWPC is considering updating the broadcast; in addition to provid-

ing the current daily solar flux at 2800 MHz, the SWPC is evaluating adding 

more frequent observations at 2695 MHz. According to the SWPC website, 

other improvements to the message content will also be evaluated. 
 

http://finance.yahoo.com/family-home/article/112839/http:/online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703957904575252554041328106.html?mod=yahoo_free
http://finance.yahoo.com/family-home/article/112839/http:/online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703957904575252554041328106.html?mod=yahoo_free
http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/index.html
http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/Data/index.html#reports
http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/Data/index.html#reports
http://www.nist.gov/pml/div688/grp40/wwv.cfm
http://tf.nist.gov/stations/wwvh.htm
http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/wwv/
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 Make A Copy Of Your Amateur Radio License for Display Purposes  

       Although not a legal copy, a nice copy of your license can be made on your printer  

                                                                                                                              Harry KD4JMV 

                                                                           Go to:  http://ae7q.net/Generate.php 

 

Dean Gib son's   

Amateur Radio Tools  

 

 

 

License Generator  

An amateur's legal operating authority in the USA comes from the data in 

the FCC's ULS database (see FCC rules, US Title 47 CFR §97.5(a) & US Title 

47 CFR §97.7(a)), and not from the paper license that the FCC prints and 

mails, which is just a legal notification of that data (although the paper li-

cense may be required by foreign governments if you travel outside the 

USA). In fact, the FCC provides a web page for printing a "reference" copy 

of any FCC license: 

¶ Go to the . 
¶ Search for a callsign. 
¶ Select the callsign to display the license data page. 

Click on "Reference Copy". 

 

Important considerations: 

¶ Remember that the generated license page (from either the FCC or this site) is a reference copy only intended for display 

where an official copy is not required. The information is extracted from data in the FCC downloadable license data files; the 

result is not intended to be an exact copy. In particular, some minor or specialized information may be different or missing 

from any reference copy. 

¶ By default, a light blue FCC seal watermark is generated for the license. You can adjust the color and intensity of the water-

mark for your printer by adjusting the value of each color component in the watermark between 0 and 255 (increase ALL the 

values to give a lighter color). To not print a watermark, either clear each color value, or specify a color of white ('255' for 

each color value). In order for the watermark to print, you must set the Print Background Colors and Images  option in your 

browser: 

o Internet Explorer : Tools; Internet Options; Advanced. 

o Firefox: File; Page Setup; Format & Options. WARNING:  Versions of Firefox prior v2.0 will not print the water-

mark, and sometimes hang (or takes a very long time) when attempting to display a license with a watermark. 

 

¶ The resolution of the generated license page (1200 dpi) is much greater than when viewed as a web page (72 dpi), and the 

alignment of items on the reference copy is designed for printing, so select Print Preview  in your browser to view your li-

cense as it will be printed. You may need to eliminate headers and footers and/or adjust the margins in your browser's Print 

Setup. Netscape/Firefox users may want to adjust the printing scale factor (I suggest 125%). 

http://ae7q.net/Generate.php
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/cfr_2008/octqtr/47cfr97.5.htm
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/cfr_2008/octqtr/47cfr97.7.htm
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/cfr_2008/octqtr/47cfr97.7.htm
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¶ This page now requires that you have JavaScript enabled in order to select fonts. On Internet Explorer 6 and later, the fonts 

listed are the fonts available on your computer. For other browsers, the fonts listed are those that are common on Windows 

systems; some fonts may not be available on your system. 

¶ When selecting a license data font, you may want to select a fixed-pitch font such as "Lucida Console", "Monaco", "Quick-

Type Mono", "OCR B MT", "Letter Gothic", or "Courier". 

¶ The license and application databases are replaced at the beginning of every week (usually Sunday morning around 08:30 

ET) with new data from the FCC, and infrequently at other times for database configuration changes. During these periods 

(usually about ten minutes each), access speed may be quite slow. Each database is also updated several times each day with 

the previous or current day's data from the FCC, but these updates only affect access speed for about two minutes. 

Please  do  not  (except for private use) link directly to the generated license page or copy the FORM submission HTML. Such 

actions hide  the  actua l author  (me)  and  web  site, and are also subject to breakage when I change the underlying HTML. 

Please link to this page instead. 

 

Please let the webmaster  at AE7Q.com know if you have any problems or suggestions!  

 

However, neither the FCC's mailed copy nor (especially) th eir web page reference copy 

is very attractive. For a high -resolution (1200 dpi) color license reference copy suit a-

ble for printing, enter your callsign below (change the fonts & watermark color if you 

wish) and click "Generate".   

 

                                                                                                                     Sent in by W2CQ 

AA7BQ   

Owner, QRZ.com  

QRZ Callsign Database Policy Change  
Effective  today,  the   QRZ  Callsign   database is changing the way w e serve callsign data to our web 

(browser) based users. These changes have been brought on by a steadily increasing number of a u-

tomated systems that access the QRZ data in so -called hidden or stealth mode. Such systems create 

a significant load on the QRZ servers and in doing so, deprive ordinary users of the performance that 

they deserve.  

 

These  robots   (or 'bots')  come   in  many   forms. Some are designed to scrape the entire website for 

every   piece  of information we have. Others, known as "log checker s" are programs written by hams 

that  repeatedly  query   the QRZ servers while working through lists of 10's of thousands of cal lsigns, 

doing   it  as  rapidly   as  possible. Finally, some logging programs provide "auto fill" features that use 

the QRZ serve rs in the background to fetch callsign data as soon as the user types in a callsign.   

 

For   the   past   several years, QRZ has provided an XML Data service that was specifically designed to 

http://forums.qrz.com/member.php?158720-AA7BQ
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serve   automated   requests    such   as  those   described  above.  The  XML  service   is  an   extremely 

lightweight and flexible system that places less than 1/10 of the load on our database that a "stealth" 

callsign lookup does on our regular pages. In addition, our advertisers are being deprived of ad exp o-

sures  by  thes e  programs which routinely ignore or discard all such non -callsign data as they scrape 

our  site.  

 

Today's changes address these issues with a new set of constraints that we have developed with the 

goal   of  providing   fast  and   fair access to all QRZ use rs. The following is a summary of what these 

measures mean:  

¶ Callsign data, including name, address, and other QSL and logging information will be shown 
only to registered users of QRZ who are logged in at the time of the request. Guests that have 
not logge d in will still see the callsign Bio page and pictures, but no callsign inform ation will be 

shown.  

¶ Registered users who are logged in will see the full detail on callsign pages.  

¶ Ham users, i.e. those whose user name matches a callsign in our database, are limited to 150 

callsign page lookups per day, not including their own callsign page.  

¶ Non -ham users, i.e. users who aren't hams or don't have a username that matches one of our 
callsigns, will be limited to 25 callsign lookups per day.  

¶ QRZ subscribers, of a ny type, are granted unlimited daily access to the QRZ callsign data.  
 

These  limits  are  designed for fairness and the vast majority of our ham users will never be a ffected 

by  them,  aside from  the  new requirement that you must be logged in to see cal lsign data. Note as 

well that when looking up or viewing your own callsign page that the act does not count against your 

daily lookup limit.  

 

We  ask  for your support in accepting these changes and understanding that they were necessary in 

order to mainta in the high level of service and support that our users have grown accustomed to.  

Fred Lloyd, AA7BQ   

Publisher, QRZ.COM  

aa7bq@qrz.com  

 

                     DRIVING IN RAIN...This May Save Your Life   

                  Since we live in Florida and the raining season has already begun, this tip could be a lifesaver 

                                                                                                                                                                    sent in by N4HHP 

 

GOOD VISION IN A DOWNPOUR  

How  to achieve good vision while driving during a heavy downpour.  We are not sure why it is so effective; just 

try  this  method  when it rains heavily.  This method was told by a Police friend who had experienced and con-

firmed it. It is useful...even driving at night.  

 

Most  of  the  motorists would turn on HIGH or FASTEST SPEED of the wipers during heavy downpour, yet the 

mailto:aa7bq@qrz.com
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visibility  in  front  of  the  windshield  is still bad...... In the event you face such a situation, just put on your SUN 

GLASSES (any model will do), and miracle! All of a sudden, your visibility in front of your windshield is perfectly 

clear, as if there is no rain.  Make sure you always have a pair of SUN GLASSES in your car.  You are not only 

helping  yourself  to  drive  safely with good  vision, but also might save your friend's life by giving him this idea.  

Try  it  yourself  and  share  it  with your friends!  Amazing, you still see the drops on the windshield, but not the 

sheet  of  rain  falling?   You   can see where the rain bounces off the road. It works to eliminate the "blindness" 

from  passing  cars.   Or  the  "kickup"  if you  are following a car in the rain.  They ought to teach this little tip in 

driver's training.. It really does work.  

  

                                 CRUISE CONTROL  

This is a good warning. I wonder how many people knew about this.  Another good tip: 

 

A  36 year old female had an accident several weeks ago. She was travelling between Gladewater & Kilgore.  It was  rain-

ing,   though   not  excessively and her car suddenly began to hydro-plane and literally flew through the air.  She  was  not  

seriously   injured   but  very   stunned   at   the  sudden occurrence! When she explained to the highway  patrolman  what  

had   happened.   He   told   her   something  that  every  driver  should know - NEVER DRIVE IN THE RAIN WITH YOUR 

CRUISE CONTROL ON .  

 

She   thought   she  was  being  cautious by setting the cruise control and maintaining a safe consistent speed in the  rain.  

But  the  highway  patrolman told her that if the cruise control is on, your car will begin to hydro-plane when  the  tires  lose  

contact  with  the  pavement,  and your car will accelerate to a higher rate of speed making you  take  off  like an airplane.  

She told the patrolman that was exactly what had occurred. The patrolman said this warning should be listed, on the driv-

er's  seat  sun-visor  -  NEVER USE TE CRUISE CONTROL WHEN THE PAVEMENT  IS  WET  OR  ICY,  along  with the 

airbag warning. We tell our teenagers to set the cruise control and  drive  a  safe  speed - but  we don't tell them to use the 

cruise  contro l only  when the pavement is dry.  The only  person,  the  accident  victim found, who knew this (besides the 

patrolman), was a man who had a similar accident, totaled his car and sustained severe injuries.  

 

NOTE:   Some   vehicles  (like  the  Toyota  Limited  XLE)  will  not allow you to set the cruise control when the windshield   

wipers  are  on. Even if you send this to 15 people  and  only  one of them does not know about this, its still worthy. You 

might have saved a life. 

                 Traffic Law 2010 - Ticket cost $754.00 
                         Just in case you haven't heard about this.....  New Traffic Law 2010 - Ticket cost $754.00 

                                                                                                                                                         Sent in by Steve/KE4OJC 

   

 GOOD THING TO KNOW: New Law: If a patrol car is pulled over to the side  of the road, you have to change to the next 

lane  (away  from  the stopped  vehicle) or slow down by 20 mph. Every state except Hawaii, Maryland and D.C. has  this 

law. In California, the "Move-over" law became operative on January 1,2010. 

     

 A friend's son got a ticket for this recently. A police car (turned out it was 2  police cars) was on the side of the road giving 

a  ticket  to  someone  else. He slowed down to pass but did not move into the other lane. The second  immediately pulled 

him  over and gave him a ticket.   He had never heard of the law. It is a fairly new law that states if any emergency vehicle 

is on  the side of the road, if you are able, you are to move into the far lane.   The cost of the ticket was $754, with 3 points 

on your license and a  mandatory court appearance. 

   

 Please let everyone you know that drives about this new law.  It is true,  see details at the following web address                                          

http://www.moveoveramerica.com/  

http://www.moveoveramerica.com/
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                                           ARRL, National Weather Service Update Memorandum of Understanding 

                                                                                                                                                                           Submitted by Al, KD4KNV 

The National Weather Service (NWS) has updated its Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the ARRL 

(scroll below to access a link to the document). The updated MoU serves ñas a framework within which volun-

teers of the ARRL may coordinate their services, facilities and equipment with the NWS in support of nation-

wide, state and local early weather warning and emergency communications function.ò In May, ARRL Presi-

dent Kay Craigie, N3KN, signed on behalf of the ARRL, and in June, NWS Office of Climate, Water and 

Weather Servicesô Director Dave Caldwell signed on behalf of the NWS. The ARRL and the NWS have had a 

formal working arrangement since 1986. 

The NWS, in the MoU, acknowledges that Amateur Radio operators can be of valuable assistance in early se-

vere weather warning and tornado spotting. Through its SKYWARN program, the NWS recognizes that Ama-

teur Radio operators have assisted as communicators and weather spotters since the program began in the 

late 1960s. ñIn areas where tornadoes and other severe weather have been known to threaten, the NWS re-

cruits volunteers and trains them in proper weather spotting procedures,ò the MoU states. ñThese dedicated 

citizens help keep their local community safe by conveying severe weather reports to their local NWS forecast 

office. SKYWARN spotters are integral to the success of our nationôs severe weather warning system.ò 

ñAll the National Weather Service personnel Iôve met throughout the country have told me how much they re-

spect and depend on the Amateur Radio SKYWARN volunteers in their forecast areas,ò Craigie said. ñThis 

yearôs weather disasters underscore the importance of amateurs becoming trained severe weather spotters 

and participating in SKYWARN. Itôs a pleasure for me to work with the National Weather Service, both as an 

ARRL official and as a local SKYWARN volunteer.ò 

Through the MoU, the ARRL will encourage its Field Organization, including ARESÈ, to ñcontact and coope-

rate with National Weather Service Warning Coordination Meteorologists for the purpose of establishing orga-

nized SKYWARN networks with radio amateurs serving as communicators and spotters.ò The ARRL will also 

encourage its Section management teams ñto provide specialized communications and observation support on 

an as-needed basis for NWS offices in other weather emergencies, such as hurricanes, snow and heavy rain 

storms, and other severe weather situations.ò In turn, the NWS will work with ARRL Section ARESÈ volunteers 

to establish SKYWARN networks, and/or other weather emergency and alert systems. 

ñThe relationship between the National Weather Service and the ARRL has been a model partnership for many 

years,ò said ARRL Emergency Preparedness Manager Mike Corey, W5MPC. ñThe renewal of this MoU em-

phasizes the value of Amateur Radio to the NWS mission.ò 

 

http://www.weather.gov/
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NOAA and partners launch new community-based 

lightning awareness and safety program 

June 20, 2011 

 

Summer is time for backyard barbeques, trips to the beach and lots of outdoor fun, but itôs also a time when dangerous thunderstorms 

become more frequent. Hundreds of people are struck by lightning each year, causing countless debilitating injuries and 55 deaths on 

average. NOAA and its lightning safety partners are working to reduce this number by urging the public, ñWhen Thunder Roars, Go 

Indoors!ò 

NOAAôs National Weather Service recently unveiled a new community-based volunteer preparedness program to increase 

awareness about the danger of lightning at outdoor recreation venues, like parks, concert arenas, and golf courses as well as open 

water locations such as swimming pools and beaches. The agency created lightning safety awareness signs that local communities can 

install at these public places to encourage people to go indoors when they hear thunder. 

This year, five people have tragically lost their lives so far from being struck by lightning, including a first responder who was helping 

tornado rescue efforts in Joplin, Mo. 

ñPeople understand the danger with lightning, but thunder needs to be recognized as the early warning for lightning ï many still take 

risks that arenôt worth losing their life over,ò said Donna Franklin, lightning safety program leader with the National Weather Service. 

ñNearly eighty-five percent of lightning victims are male, and this has been true since we began keeping records in 1959 ï so itôs espe-

cially important that we teach young men to make wise decisions during thunderstorms. When people hear thunder, they need to im-

mediately stop what they are doing and go inside.ò 

The National Weather Service was joined by Texas State Fire Marshal Paul Maldonado to kick off Lightning Safety Awareness Week at 

a press conference in Austin on Friday, June 17. Texas Gov. Rick Perry issued a proclamation stating, ñThe greatest threat from 

lightning is to those who are outdoors during a storm. The majority of injuries and deaths from lightning strikes could be prevented if 

people followed this simple rule: When thunder roars, go indoors.ò 

To avoid being struck by lightning, the National Weather Service recommends that you: 

¶ Get into a fully enclosed building or hardtop vehicle at the first rumble of thunder; 

¶ Stay indoors for 30 minutes after the last thunder clap; 

¶ Monitor the weather forecast when youôre planning to be outdoors; 

¶ Have a plan for getting to safety in case a thunderstorm moves in; 

¶ Do not use a corded phone during a thunderstorm unless itôs an emergency; unplugged cell phones are safe to use indoors; 

¶ Keep away from plumbing, electrical equipment and wiring during a thunderstorm. 

NOAAôs mission is to understand and predict changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths of the ocean to the surface of the 

sun, and to conserve and manage our coastal and marine resources. Join us onFacebook , Twitter and our other social media cha-

nels. 

http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/
http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/
http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/toolkit.htm
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/exit.html?http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fusnoaagov
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/exit.html?http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fusnoaagov
http://www.noaa.gov/socialmedia
http://www.noaa.gov/socialmedia
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Field Day Notes From Mickey Baker N4MB 

I've always thought Field Day was a success when we all come away with a list of things we did right, did wrong, and 

plans to improve for next year. Thanks to ALL of you who attended. For the most part, everyone pitched in together and 

we came together as a team. 

Attendance this year appeared to be about twice what it was last year. We made three times the number of contacts we 

made last year. Good for us! 

Here are a few notable contributions from people you might not know who made this possible. 

John Gronvold is the owner of that nice red trailer with a tower on it. He let us borrow it for the weekend, delivered it, 

helped us set it up and take it down. Thank you, John, for the BIG favor. (I have your flag - if you'll send me your address 

or call, I will mail it to you or bring it by.) 

Liz Clark AF4VK, who sold me the original beam that we put up for a great price at the last minute so we could use it for 

Field Day. You saw that we took it down, but it was not the beam, it was a coax issue. Thanks, Liz - we have a 5 Element 

beam for future Field Day use! 

Pete Rimmel, N8PR, who not only helped diagnose our beam problem, but provided an immediate replacement loaner 

beam and feedline so we could get on the air! Wow, talk about big favors... thanks, Pete! 

Charles Carlon, N7CAC, who had the white trailer full of tools and goodies - anything the rest of us didn't have but 

needed, Charles had. (And he has great taste in vehicles.) Thanks, Charles. 

Rob Frailing, AJ4SB, who made more contacts than anyone, most of them CW and brought his own radio. 

Tom Hayes, N4MEO, whose picture is in the dictionary next to the definition of "nice guy" for being our official greeter 

and mentoring the GOTA station. 

Erin Brown,KJ4SRE, for mentoring others and helping the GOTA effort and convincing her mom to make some tasty food 

for us. Erin, I'm always on YOUR side during the Georgia-Florida game. Where's the party? 

Carl Ricks and Bill Rafus for showing us all the care and precision it takes to make satellite contacts and contributing 

over 100 points for contacts! Way to go, guys! 

Steve Adams, N4JRW, who is one hell of a radio operator. I barely heard him talking as the log was filling with his QSOs. 

We could all learn about talking and logging at the same time by watching Steve. When he's not on the radio, he has 

some good jokes in his repertoire - and some real stinkers that we all enjoyed. 

Buz Bowen, N1BUZ, who brought his IC-718 that we all used and helped with 100 different things. Every time I looked 

around, Buz was doing something to help. 

Randy Basso, KJ4POR, who put together and delivered our educational activity on Saturday afternoon. Next year, Randy 

we'll get you more attendees, I promise. 
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Michael Wolf, KA4JRT, who did the legwork to issue press releases and get us a proclamation from the mayor of Bro-

ward County. 

Ken Felix, KK4BHB, who has the newest call I've seen (There are a lot of dits in that call, Ken!) and can tie specific knots 

for any occasion. Ken, can I call you the next time I have to wear a bow tie? Thanks for the help, I was impressed.  

Judith Church Baker, my XYL, who has put up with my ham radio projects for years and stuff all over the dining room 

table as I staged it for Field Day over the last couple of weeks. Judith also brought barbecue pork and cooked sausages - 

things she doesn't even eat. Thanks, sweetheart! 

and finally, 

Robin Terrill, N4HHP, who scored us a GREAT location, schmoozed with the park officials and continues to keep us look-

ing good to the public. 

If you know who I forgot (and I know I'm forgetting someone) I apologize in advance - reply to this email and I will cor-

rect my omission! 

Finally, if you got this email and you don't want any more emails from me, let me know and I will delete you from my 

Field Day list. If you know someone who didn't get this email but should have, let me know and I'll add them to the list. I 

respect your privacy and did not send anyone's personal email address to anyone else on the list without your permis-

sion. 

Let's do this again next year! 

73, 

¶ Mickey N4MB 
 
Mickey Baker 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
ά¢Ŝƭƭ  ƳŜΣ  ŀƴŘ  L  ǿƛƭƭ  ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦ {Ƙƻǿ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ LƴǾƻƭǾŜ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴΦέ ¢Ŝǘƻƴ [ŀƪƻǘŀΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ  
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                    How to DX-Guidelines 
                                                                                                                                                                          Sent in by Bill Marx W2CQ 

In  a  just  over  a year and a half of being a ham, the only thing I've found that I can do for hours on end without get-

ting bored is DXing.  

 

I've  found  that  many  people  claim that DXing is too hard, or that they don't have the equipment, or that QSLing is 

too expensive.  

 

I  have  one  of  the  most  basic  setups  a  ham can have. Being 13 years old, I certainly don't have money to throw 

around, nor do I have the experience time in ham radio to be an expert.  

 

So how did I end up with 182 countries?  

 

DXing  is something that EVERYONE can enjoy. And nobody says that you have to QSL to be a DXer. Many hams I 

talk to  are DXers with over 200 countries but not a single QSL card to speak of. DXing is not hard. You simply need 

too remember these five, simple rules:  

 

1) You Always listen before transmitting 

2) You are Always courteous 

3) There is always propagation to somewhere 

4) Know your propagation 

5) Be patient  

 

If  you  already  follow  these 5  rules,  you  have  99% of what you need. For those who don't have unlimited time, a 

computer  can  be  useful  to  pick  up some DX spots. Some good spot sites are DXwatch.com, or DX summit. Your 

equipment  matters  very  little  for the first 50 to 75 countries. If you are very patient and willing to learn a little tech-

nique,  you  can stick with QRP to a wire for those earlier QSO's. But the easiest way to go is 100w plain transceiver 

and a Dipole or a good vertical.  

 

There  are  excellent  books  out  there. Too many to name, some good ones are the DXCC handbook by the ARRL, 

and "The complete DXer". Both are available from the ARRL.  

 

While  not  necessary, an Extra class license helps. On 80, 40, 20, and 15 most of the good DX hangs out below the 

General  class  segment of the band. But I worked 138 countries with a General class license, and you can too. 17m 

and 20m will be your best bands for now, and 10m when the sunspots come back. And once the sunspot cycle kicks 

in again, even the techs can work DX on 10M!  

Thatôs what I did and I got over 30 countries the first year, only on ten meters! 

 

QSLing  can  be easy. I won't go into detail about the complicated direct process, but via the buro is cheap and easy 

if  you  are  willing to wait. And LoTW costs nothing! Not all DX use this great resource, but some DXers have DXCC 

using only Logbook of the World! And though not accepted for DXCC, eQSL is fun and easy.  

 

So  next  time you hear a DX station calling CQ, don't just listen. Throw you're callsign out there and have some fun. 

73 and hope to see you down the log, KJ4NRN - Age 13 

                                                                              Edward/KJ4NRN 
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Time Keeping 

 

An important aspect of Amateur Radio in general, and of 

Traffic Net operation in particular is time keeping.  Most of us 

learned to tell time way back in elementary school, but there 

are a few new things to learn when keeping time for Amateur 

Radio. 

 

The world is divided into 24 time zones, with each zone being 

approximately 15 degrees of longitude wide.  In practice the 

zones often depart from the 15 degree markers to order to keep 

all of the people in a particular city, state, or country in the 

same zone.  As one moves west from one zone into another, 

standard time is an hour earlier than in the previous zone. 

 

The time zones may be said to begin with the zero-longitude 

line that passes through Greenwich, England.  The Greenwich 

observatory pioneered the early research into shipboard time 

keeping for navigation purposes.  Time in this zone is referred 

to as Greenwich Mean Time or GMT.  The eastern United 

States, including most of Florida is in the 5th zone west of the 

Greenwich zone, so our standard time is 5 hours earlier than 

GMT.  That means that noon GMT corresponds to 7:00 AM 

Eastern Standard Time.  The United States is large enough that 

one has to deal with 4 time zones in the lower 48 states, plus a 

zone or two for Alaska and Hawaii. 

 

Outside the U.S., there are also a few "odd-ball" time zones, 

that are only a half an hour different from the adjacent zone.  

Add to this the confusion that occurs when crossing the 180 

degree longitude where the day changes from Sunday to 

Monday, and you can easily see why most international 

activities (including Amateur Radio) refer to Greenwich Mean 

Time as their common standard.  Using GMT, two stations on  

 

 

 

 

opposite sides of the world can agree that their conversation 

took place at a precise day, date, and time something not so 

simple if both insisted on using their own local times. 

 

GMT, by the way, is also referred to as Universal Coordinated 

Time, UTC (the French abbreviation), Zulu time, and Z-time.  

They are all the same.  GMT never changes in the sense that 

there is no "GMT-daylight saving time."  So if you set your 

station clock for GMT, you never change it. 

 

There are several sources for obtaining highly accurate GMT 

time signals.  The most well known to American amateurs is 

radio station WWV, operated by the national Bureau of 

Standards on 2.5, 5, 10, 15, and 20 MHz.  There is also a 

Canadian station CHU, which transmits close to the amateur 

bands at 3.330, 7.335, and 14.670 MHz.  Lacking a receiver 

for these frequencies, you can call WWV at 970-499-7111.  

Otherwise you will have to rely on some local source of time 

information and add 5 hours if we are on standard time, or 4 

hours if we are on daylight time.  We will repeat those 

frequencies again at the end of this transmission.  WWVB 

transmits a very low frequency which is used to set 

commercially available clocks to the national standard 

 

Global Positioning System, or "GPS," navigation receivers are 

another source of highly accurate time signals, likewise digital 

cell phones. 

 

In spite of the usefulness of GMT in international 

communications, you will find that many local nets are 

scheduled in terms of local timeðparticularly those on VHF 

where signals are restricted to a small area.  Such nets often 

change to observe daylight saving time, because things like 
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the morning and evening commuter hour and the dinner bell 

play an important role in the net's functioning.  Amateurs 

taking traffic from a local net to a region or area net may need 

to take this into consideration the change from daylight to 

standard time or vise versa may not be observed by both nets. 

 

There are a few digital clocks on the market that have two 

displays, one for local time and another for GMT. 

 

You may have noticed that I have been referring to AM and 

PM times.  In practice, most amateurs use 24 hour time for 

their record keeping whether it is kept in local time or GMT.  

In the 24 hour system, we add 12 to the PM hours, so that they 

run from 1201 to 2400.  6:30 PM is thus 1830.  Note also that 

the colon separating hours and minutes is normally omitted in 

24 hour time.  Midnight may be designated as either 0000 or 

2400. 

 

Unless it is clear from the context, any reference to time ought 

to include an indication of the time zone, as in "1830 Eastern 

Standard," or, "2250 Eastern Daylight Time," or "0340 GMT." 

 

In using GMT, particularly for things like log keeping and 

QSLing, be sure to keep the date straight.  If it is 9 PM Sunday 

here in Southeast Florida, it is 2 AM Monday in terms of 

GMT. 

 

In writing down the date, be aware that not everybody uses the 

familiar order of "month-day-year."  Some put the day first, 

and a few put the year first.   Good practice suggests 

abbreviating the month with "alpha" characters, keeping the 

date numeric, and writing all four digits of the year. 

 

Before we break for questions, here are the frequencies for 

those time signals that I mentioned earlier: 

 

WWV 2.5, 5, 10, 15, and 20 MHz. 

CHU 3.330, 7.335, and 14.670 MHz. 

Or call WWV at 303-499-7111 -- not toll free. 

A recent article on WWV and its sister stations, WWVB and 

WWVH, appeared on page 62 of the June 1994 QST. 

 

Breaks, X-rays, Checks, and Such 

 

A source of confusion to new traffic handlers is often found in 

the way we use the words "break" and "x-ray," and in just 

what is to be counted for the check of the message.  Maybe we 

can shed a little light on that this evening. 

 

First of all, the word "break" is used only twice in the body of 

a message as a separator to separate the address from the text, 

and again to separate the text from the signature.  It is never 

counted when determining the word count of the "check."  On 

phone it is customary to unkey the transmitter at the "break" 

between the address and the text.  This allows the receiving 

station to acknowledge receipt of the information transmitted 

so far or to ask for fill ins. 

 

After the text is sent, a second "break" serves to separate it 

from the signature.  Phrases like  73," "sincerely," "love," 

and so on, the "complimentary close" in a letter are part of the 

text and not the signature, so they come before the second 

"break." 

 

The word "X-ray" (just "X" on CW) is used as a sort of all-

purpose punctuation, whenever it is necessary to separate the 

thoughts within the text of the message.  It is not necessary to 

end a sentence with an "X-ray" unless it is in danger of 

running together with the following sentence and loosing its 

meaning.  Think of X-ray as a separator.  The last phrase in 

the text does not end in X-ray, because it is not necessary to 

separate it from anything. 

 

The "Check" of the message is simply a count of all of the 

words in the text; that is a count of the words between the two 

"breaks."  It does not include the signature, but does include 

the "73," "sincerely," "love," or whatever.  The check is 

important, as it allows the receiving operator to quickly 

determine if he has received all of the words in a message.  

The two operators must resolve any disagreement about how 

many words were in the message before getting on to other 

business. 

 

Now that we have defined the terminology, let's walk quickly 

through a sample message to see how these things are used.  

You might want to copy along and see if you have any 

questions: 

 

After establishing contact, the first thing you send is the 

"Preamble."  That is the top line on the ARRL radiogram 

form.  For example: 

 

 
123 __R__ ___ WB4PAM____ 12__ BOCA 

RATON, FL_____________ ________  _         JULY 4_ 

# Prece- HX Station of  CK. Place of 

Origin     Time Date 

 dence  Origin: 

 

 

 Then you send the address.  For example: 

 

TO: __JOHN SMITH_____________________________ 

 

 __123 MAIN ST____________________________ 

 

 __ANYTOWN, 

FLORIDA_______________________ 

 

 __________________ZIP: 33421_____________ 

 

 

TELEPHONE: _305____ + _987__ - __6543___________ 
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At that point you send the first "break."  The receiving 

operator will interrupt you if he needs a fill on the preamble or 

address.  If you hear nothing, go with the text.  For example: 

 

THIS__________IS________________A________________

SAMPLE____________ MESSAGE___________ 

X-RAY______CAN ______YOU ______COPY _______IT 

_____ X-

RAY_____________73______________________________ 

 

After the last word of the text, you send the second break: 

 

 

"BREAK" 

"CHARLES, WB4PAM"  

__________________ __________________ 

"END and I HAVE NO MORE" 

 

 

To recap, you will note that 

1)  I sent a "break" before and after the text of the message. 

2)  I used the word X-Ray to separate the first phrase from the 

second, and again to separate the second phrase from the third. 

3)  There was no X-Ray after the last word in the text ("73"). 

4) There was a second "break" between the text and the 

signature. 

5)  I announced when I had come to the end, and told the 

receiving station that I had no more traffic for him. 

 

 

Finally, you will notice that there are some blanks at the 

bottom of the radiogram to keep a record of who you sent the 

message to together with the date and time: 

 

__________________ __________________ 

__________________ __________________  

 

RECEIVED FROM: Date: Time: SENT TO: Date: 

Time: 

 

Be sure to fill them in, in case a message gets lost and you are 

asked to trace it. 

 

Third Party Traffic  

 

Most of what we do as traffic handlers involves transmitting 

messages for other people.  That's probably not a bad 

definition of third party traffic: "transmitting messages for 

other people."  The FCC is a bit more specific, saying that a 

Third party communication is a message from the control 

operator (1st party) of an amateur station to another amateur 

station control operator (2nd party) on behalf of another 

person (3rd party).   [97.3(a)(42)] 

There  are  severa l kinds  of third party traffic, but for tonight 

we will be dealing just with National Traffic System message 

handling. The FCC has some rules that govern the handling of 

third party traffic: 

 

In no case may an amateur operator accept compensation for 

handling a third party message.  At one time, amateurs were 

not allowed to transmit any message relating to business or 

commercial affairs, but in 1993 partÿ97, sectionÿ113 was 

modified to relax this restriction.  I am referring, of course, to 

the so-called "pizza ordering rules" which are detailed on page 

82 of the October 1993 QST.  However, we still may not 

accept payment for handling messages, or otherwise receive.  

 

According to current regulations, third party traffic may be 

passed between any two amateur stations licensed by the 

United States.  There is a specific prohibition against using 

amateur radio for commercial news gathering, but even this is 

lifted when necessary to safeguard life or property.  The 

regulations also require amateurs not to handle traffic on a 

routine basis if another radio service is more appropriate. 

 

Third party traffic may be sent to a foreign country only if the 

United States have a specific agreement with the 

administration of the foreign country allowing such traffic.  A 

list of countries with which the US has such agreements is 

published occasionally in QST, or may be found in the 

ARRL's FCC Rule Book or their Operating Manual.  Some 

BBSs and the ARRL website also post the latest information. 

 

During an emergency, the US State Department may work out 

a temporary third party agreement with a foreign country.  The 

FCC sometimes authorizes emergency operation in the foreign 

phone bands. 

 

Note that at the end of an exchange of international third party 

traffic the US station is required to transmit the callsign of the 

foreign station as well as his own. 

 

Even when there is no third party agreement with a country, it 

is permissible to send a message to a third party who is a ham 

holding a license that would allow him to be the control 

operator of the receiving station.  [97.115]  This seems to 

recognize the idea that shortwave radio communication often 

requires relays from one station to another to overcome 

adverse conditions. 

 

The ARRL's FCC Rule Book holds that it is legal to send a 

message to a country with which we do have a third party 

agreement for further relay to a country with which we do not 

have such an agreement.  My guess is that most NTS operators 

would be unwilling to accept a message under such 

conditions, and that you had better be able to make the foreign 

contact yourself and negotiate with the relay station. 

 

All transmissions to a foreign country must be of a technical 

or personal nature, and not important enough to justify the use 

of the public communications services.  Many foreign 

countries operate the postal and telephone systems as their 

own monopoly, and are very jealous of any activity that might 

deprive them of communications revenues.  In this connection, 

third party traffic is much more likely to come under foreign 

governmental scrutiny than ham-to-ham communication, so 

don't jeopardize our third party privileges by violating this 

rule. 
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By way of disclaimer, I should note that there are many 

aspects of third party traffic that I have not touched on phone 

patches, auto patches, and allowing a non-licensed person to 

speak into your transmitter -- by way of example.  Before 

becoming involved in any of these activities it is a good idea 

to become familiar with the FCC rules. 

 

Finally, it ought to be noted that third party traffic is an 

important part of Amateur Radio public service.  Whether the 

traffic is a routine greeting from a booth at the State Fair, or a 

message essential to preserving life and property, this public 

service is an extremely important aspect of our hobby, and an 

important means of preserving our precious frequency 

allocations. 

 

Booked Traffic 

 

If you have been listening to traffic nets for any length of time, 

you know that there is an emphasis placed on handling 

messages as efficiently as possible.  Radiograms are worded 

tersely, keeping the word count to a minimum.  We are 

encouraged to use the list of ARRL numbered radiograms in 

order to reduce entire messages to a few code numbers. 

 

We also have a device for passing identical messages to a 

number of people with a minimum of time on the air.  This is 

what we call "booked traffic," or a "book of messages."  Such 

a "book" consists of a single message bound for a number of 

people, followed by a list of addresses and related information. 

 

Handling a book of messages is very simple.  When checking 

into the net, if all of the messages are going to the same 

general location it is adequate to list the traffic in the normal 

manner, for example; "I have a book of 4 going out of state," 

or "I have a book of 3 for Miami."  List the number of 

messages and not the number of books.  Knowing that the 

traffic is booked will help the Net Control determine the 

approximate amount of time required to pass it. 

 

When contact has been established with the receiving station, 

the sending station makes it clear that he is sending "booked 

traffic," and then sends the "common parts" first.  The 

"common parts" are those that are identical in all of the 

messages in the book.  Usually, the "common parts" include 

all of the text, and probably the signature.   

 

Each message in a book must have its own unique message 

number.  Thus, the common parts skip over the message 

number and start the common preamble with the precedence.  

The sending station will start out by saying something like:  

"Please copy booked traffic common parts.... Routine, from 

W4ABC, check of 7, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, July 4th.  

Break."  Unless there is an interruption the sending station will 

transmit the common text. 

 

Upon receiving acknowledgment that the common parts have 

been received, the sending station will transmit those portions 

of the message that vary with each individual message; 

sometimes called the "uncommon parts."  These include the 

message number, the address, and possibly the signature.  

Messages within the book that are going "out" should be 

grouped by region (4RN or RN5) and then by state within the 

region. 

 

Don't make the distinction between "common" and 

"uncommon" parts any more complicated than this.  Trying to 

stick a variable phrase somewhere inside of the common text 

will likely cause more confusion than such an exercise could 

ever be worth.  Remember that booked traffic is intended to 

make the system work more efficientlynot to demonstrate 

anyone's ingenuity. 

 

If the receiving station appears not to be familiar with the 

concept of "booked" traffic, the sending station may elect to 

"un#book" the traffic to avoid confusion. 

 

When it seems appropriate, and somewhere along the line it 

must, any station holding booked traffic may "un-book" and 

transmit the messages as regular individual items of traffic.  

Or, of course, he may simply deliver them to their individual 

recipients.  Keeping the traffic together as a book goes on only 

as long as it is useful for avoiding redundant transmissions. 

 

At the section net level, traffic going to two different regions 

probably needs to be split into separate books or sent as 

individual messages. 

 

Sometimes it is possible to "un-book" the traffic by delivering 

the various messages to several stations on the net 

simultaneously.  In doing this, the Net Control needs to know 

that they are all part of a "book" of identical messages.  That 

will allow Net Control to get several receiving stations to copy 

the book at the same time.  For example, a book of 3 might 

contain one message going to a person in Miami; one going to 

a person in Georgia; and another going to KB4XYZ, a station 

who checks into the net. In this case, the Net Control will try 

to get KB4XYZ, and a station in Miami, and a station that can 

take 4thÿRegion traffic, on frequency at the same time, so that 

they can all copy the traffic at once. 

 

If the Net Control has directed several stations to copy the 

booked traffic, it will be necessary for the sending station to 

obtain agreement as to which "uncommon parts" are destined 

for each receiving station. 

 

Stations concerned with keeping paper records may want to 

consider making up a radiogram form for booked trafficða 

copy of the regular radiogram at the top for the common parts, 

and three or four spaces at the bottom for writing down the 

message numbers, addresses, and signatures. 

 

A final note is in order about counting traffic handled in books 

for the monthly Station Activity Report or SAR.  At one time 

stations handling booked messages were supposed to count 

each message as a third of a point, rounded up to the next 

whole point.  The current ARRL procedure now recognizes 

that booked messages are messages like any other, and that the 

"booking" procedure is merely a tool for handling them 
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efficiently. 

 

So, in reporting Booked Traffic, we count one point for each 

message function performed.  For example, 3 messages 

originated and sent as a book of 3 counts for 3 originations 

and 3 sent. 

 

On Editing Traffic  

 

The question was asked:  "Is it permissible to edit formal or 

informal traffic before re-transmitting it?  For the most part, 

we handle traffic without ever thinking about changing it in 

any way.  But every once in a while we may get something 

that seems to need changing.  It may be a message that seems 

too long and could be reworded to say the same thing more 

concisely.  Or it may be that a message seem seems obscene or 

inflammatory, or doesn't correctly reflect some situation of 

which we have first hand knowledge.  An occasional message 

may seem to violate the FCC rules.  In short, some messages, 

like the other illicit pleasures of life may be "illegal, immoral, 

or fattening."  So here are some suggestions about the 

permissibility of editing messages and for dealing with 

situations of this kind. 

 

For purposes of this session, I am going to distinguish between 

three types of message:  (1) Bulletins.  (2) Informal messages, 

where the first person casually asks a second person to 

communicate his thoughts to a third person.  (3) Formal 

messages, sent in National Traffic System (or NTS) format. 

 

First of all Bulletins.  Often these appear to be NTS messages, 

employing an almost identical format, but lacking a check (or 

word count) in the preamble, and going on for many more 

words than the 20 or 30 usually found in a long NTS message.  

They are usually addressed to a broad class of people:  "To all 

radio amateurs" or "To all members of AMSAT" or whatever.  

When a bulletin is relayed, it ought to be transmitted as it is 

written, without any intentional editing.  However, it is 

reasonable to re-transmit only part of a long bulletin if some 

parts of the bulletin don't pertain to those listening to the re-

transmission.  For example, in re-transmitting a bulletin 

containing both HF and VHF propagation data to the local 

VHF net, one might be justified in leaving out the HF 

information.  In doing so, it should be clearly stated that parts 

are being left out, and the original source should be identified 

-- to do otherwise would be plagiarism.  In the example cited, 

the re-transmitting station might say something like: "The 

following are pertinent parts of ARRL Propagation Bulletin 

#6." 

 

The Informal message, for example where Tom asks Joe to tell 

Mary to meet him on the local repeater, demands that we 

communicate the idea or the request, but does not require that 

we use the exact words of the person initiating the message.  

Unless, of course the initiator asks that his exact words be 

used.  In the example given, Tom might ask Joe to tell Mary to 

"meet him at 146.79 Megahertz, down 600, Frequency 

Modulated, in the Amateur 2 Meter Band"  but it is probably 

enough to tell Mary to "meet Tom on the 79#Machine."  Of 

course, we shouldn't assume that everyone knows the same 

things that we know ## nor should we add information to such 

a message, like the time to meet Tom on 79 if Tom gave no 

indication. 

 

There is some danger in rewording even an informal message, 

particularly if it goes through several parties before being 

delivered.  We have all heard about what happens in that game 

where a verbal message is passed by being whispered from 

one person to another in a room with 10 or 15 people ## what 

goes in the first ear usually does not come out the last mouth. 

 

That leaves us with Formal messages.  First of all, it is quite 

reasonable to help the initiator phrase a message so that there 

will not be any temptation for anyone to edit it later on.  For 

example, your neighbor asking you to send a message to his 

uncle in Detroit, "wishing him the best blankety-blank 

birthday in his blankety-blank life," might first be cautioned 

that words like "blankety-blank" are not acceptable on Ham 

Radio, and second, be asked to reword his message to 

"Greetings on your birthday and best wishes for many more to 

come."  The suggested phrase has the advantage of being an 

ARRL Numbered Radiogram text that can be sent with the 

three words "ARL FORTY SIX." 

 

The initiator of a message can be anyone:  a ham or non-ham, 

on or off the air.  There is nothing wrong with negotiating with 

the initiator on the air about the content of a questionable 

message.  But once a Formal message has been transmitted 

and accepted by a second station ## that is, once it has been 

"rogered" ## it should never be changed.  The only exception 

is if an error is discovered in the word count or "check."  But 

even in this case, the erroneous check is still transmitted, 

followed by a slashbar and the correct check. 

 

I am told that when a message is taken from the Amateur 

Service to the military (or MARS) Service it is reformatted.  

But it is not changed in content, other than by removing the 

"X-rays" that Hams use for punctuation -- which also changes 

the word count. 

 

Now, if we never really change anything in a formal message, 

the question still stands:  "What are we to do with a message 

that we find too objectionable to handle for one reason or 

another?"  The first and most obvious answer is "Don't accept 

the message."  Simply don't "roger" it, and do give the 

transmitting station your reason for refusing it.   

 

None of us have to become "nit pickers," but nothing says you 

have to handle traffic you don't feel comfortable with even if 

the contents are perfectly legal.  There is a difference between 

imposing your thoughts on someone else and allowing them to 

impose their thoughts on you ## or allowing them to use your 

rig to impose their thoughts on someone else. 

 

Sometimes, after a message has been received and 

acknowledged, it becomes obvious that for some reason it 

should not be delivered.  You may have taken a message in 

good faith but now find that no other ham is willing to take it 
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from you.   Such a message should be "serviced"; that is a 

message should be sent back to the originating station, 

explaining that it is undeliverable, and why.  The "service" 

message is addressed to the "Station of Origin" at the "Place of 

Origin" in the preamble of the offending message.  ARL 

SIXTY SEVEN is the preferred text, followed by the message 

number of the offending message, and the reason why it 

cannot be delivered. 

 

To summarize, Bulletins may be excerpted;  Informal 

messages may be paraphrased if the information is delivered 

intact;  and unless Formal messages are delivered as written, 

they ought to be refused or returned. 

 

Counting the Check 

 

The 5th item of information required in the preamble of a 

National Traffic System (NTS) message is called the check.  

The check it simply a count of the words in the body of the 

message.  It is used as a rudimentary error detection device.  

Each station that receives the message #- and there may be 

several between origination and delivery will count the words 

and compare the count with the check in the preamble.  An 

accurate count does not guarantee that the message has been 

received correctly, but an inaccurate count is a sure indicator 

that something has gone wrong. 

 

The check counts only the words in the body of the message.  

It does not include the preamble.  It does not include the 

address or phone number.  It does not include the signature. 

 

It does, however, include the closing words of the message:  

Words like; sincerely yours, 73s and 88s, love, and so on.  

Words that our English teachers used to call the 

"complimentary close" are counted in the check. 

 

You'll find examples of how to count the check in The ARRL 

Handbook, The ARRL Operating Manual, and The SEFTN 

Traffic Handler's Guide. 

 

Some words are ambiguous, particularly when spoken on 

phone.  Single Sideband, for example might be counted as 2 or 

3 words, depending upon how you write "Side-band."  Words 

like "wavelength" and "feedline" present a similar problem.  

The sending station ought to clarify the count of the message 

by volunteering how he counted the more ambiguous words.  

It helps if the sending operator tries to consider the problems 

that the receiving operator might have with the text. 

 

Here are a few general tips about how Amateurs count words 

that occur in the text of the message  (Please, don't be misled 

when we mention dates, times, addresses and phone numbers.  

At the moment, we are dealing with them only in so far as 

they might be sent as items within the text of a message not as 

part of the address of a message): 

 

Count words the way you usually see them in print.  That's a 

good indicator of what people are accustomed to seeing. 

Any given message may be handled with a variety of modes.  

A message starting out on Phone may be taken cross country 

on CW and completed on Packet.  This tells us that the check 

must be counted the same, no matter what mode is utilized. 

 

A multi-digit number counts as one word if sent with numeric 

characters.  For example 73 or 1994 each count as one word.  

If spelled out, the words are counted individually.  F-I-F-T-Y  

S-I-X is 2 words.  Nineteen ninety four spelled out is 3 words, 

not 4. 

 

5 digit ZIP codes are counted as one word.  Nine digit, ZIP+4 

codes are two words.  Canadian postal codes are 2 words.   10 

digit telephone numbers count three words;  7 digit telephone 

numbers count two.   

 

Initials are counted as words:  "DAVID EDWARD SMITH" 

and "D E SMITH" are both three words. 

 

Vacuum tubes and solid state device numbers like 1N34A, 

6JB6, 6146B or 2N3394 are counted as one word. 

 

Likewise, Amateur callsigns sent as alphanumeric like 

W1AW, or KB5XYZ are one word.  This is true even if the 

callsign contains a slash character like VE1ABC/W4, or 

W4/LU1AB, or N5XYZ/AE. 

 

Non-essential punctuation is omitted from messages.  

However, it is sometimes necessary to send punctuation in 

order to keep the message understandable.  The word 

"QUERY" replaces the question mark.  We omit periods, 

colons, semicolons, and commas.  Essential divisions between 

ideas are made with the letter "X," vocalized as "X-RAY" on 

phone.  Each "X-RAY" or "QUERY" counts as a word in the 

check. 

If necessary, the word "hyphen," or "dash" may be used, and 

counts as one word.  To avoid questions about counting the 

check, the dash (or hyphen) should be used only if the 

message would loose intelligibility without it.  Addresses are a 

good example:  "12ÿHYPHEN 345 PARK AVENUE"  might 

be over a hundred blocks away from "123 HYPHEN 45 

PARK AVENUE." 

 

Packet radio port numbers and addresses often contain a 

"DASH" or an "AT."  These are words in their own right, and 

must be counted as such.  "K4XY AT W4XYZ" and 

"KB4ABC DASH SEVEN" each contain 3 words. 

 

In the Amateur Service, prudent message handlers use words 

rather than exotic symbols like the dollar sign or parenthesis.  

"Figure group 45 D-O-L-L-A-R-S" counts as 2 words. 

 

A decimal point does not separate a number into 2 words.  For 

example "146.79" is one word. 

 

All of the digits in an expression of time are counted as one 

word.  For example 6:15 or 0730 is one word.  AM or PM 

counts as another word.  The time zone abbreviation EST, 

EDT, GMT, Zulu, or whatever counts as yet another word. 

However, by convention Greenwich Mean Time, GMT, 
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Universal Coordinated Time, UTC, and Zulu time may be sent 

in 24 hour time format with the letter "Z" appended.  That is 4 

digits and a "Z," like 0715Z or 2235Z, all sent together, and 

counted as one word. 

 

If the time zone is sent as individual words, those words are 

counted normally. Eastern Daylight Saving Time, for 

example, is counted as 4 words. 

 

ARRL numbered Radiograms are always counted as though 

the numbers were spelled out.  For example, "ARL FIFTY 

SEVEN is counted as three words; ARL is the first,  50 (F-I-F-

T-Y) is the second,  and 7 (S-E-V-E-N) is the third.  The 

letters "ARL" are prefixed to the word count in the check. 

 

On voice it is relatively easy to clarify the check of a message.  

The originator can point out how he counted the more 

obviously ambiguous words, or re-read the message 5 words 

at a time at reading speed.  On CW, the Q signal "QTB?" asks, 

"Do you agree with my count of the check?"  If the receiving  

 

station does not agree, he can send "QTB-K" (w/o ?),  

prompting the sender to transmit the first letter of each word in 

the text.  The sending station can volunteer to do the same, 

announcing his intention with the signal "QTB" (again, w/o ?). 

 

When receiving a message, be sure that the check agrees with  

 

the word count before accepting it.  If an error is discovered 

after the message has been accepted by the first station, it is 

not corrected but is amended.  e.g. 10/11 

 

Make  sure  the  word  count  is  correct  before  "rogering" the  

message.   The  check  is  a  valuable  device  for  insuring  the  

accuracy of message transmission.  Occasionally we run into a 

little difficulty getting the count straight.  But with a little bit 

of the cooperation for which hams are so well known, it does 

work. 

 

This concludes my training on WB4PAM Traffic Tips.  If you 

have any questions, please ask your question on the SouthEast  

Florida Traffic Net (SEFTN) which meets daily on the 

Motorola repeater, 146.790 MHz -600, PL 88.5 Hz. at 6:00 

PM. 

 

                                                               73, Charles, WB4PAM 

 

 

 

   
 

  

 

BARC TRADERS NET 

EveRY Wednesday  night  

starting  at  8:00 PM on  

the  146.31/91  repeat er  
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  PLEASE VISIT THE                                                                                              

ARRL SOUTHEASTERN                                        

DIVISION  WEBSITE 
 

http://www.southeastern.arrl.org  

We   welcome   you  to  the  American  Radio  Relay  League   (ARRL)  

Southeastern  Division, the  largest division  that consist  of, Alabama, 

Georgia, Northern Florida, Southern   Florida, West Central  Flor ida, 

Puerto Rico and US Virgin Island Sections. 

                                Thank you for visiting our website, please visit often. 

 

     
              
 

      Click here: YouTube - 1938 Telephone History Hurricane Repair  

                                                                                                                                               sent in by Chuck, W4ROA 

 

 
 

http://www.southeastern.arrl.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KMRDYqRR8o&feature=player_embedded
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ARRL AMATEUR RADIO TESTING DATES  

Sep 13, 2011 

Oct 11, 2011 

Nov 8, 2011

                            
 

 Sponsor: Broward Amateur Radio Club 

Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)  

Contact: Albert Flapan / KN4FA (954) 748-7218 

Email: kn4fa@arrl.net 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: Davie Police Dept. 

1230 S. Nob Hill Road 

Davie, FL. 33324 

mailto:kn4fa@arrl.net
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Here is a List of the 2011 Hamfest around the State of Florida  

                                                                                                                     Submitted by Mark Lonstein KI4LJM  

                                                                                                                      Updated January 3-2-11     

 

 
 

10/08/2011 | Florida State Convention (Melbourne Hamfest) 

Location: Melbourne, FL 

Type: ARRL Convention 

Sponsor: Platinum Coast Amateur Radio Society 

 Website: http://pcars.org  

11/19/2011 | Flamingo Net / UMARC Free Flea 

 Location: Coral Gables, FL 

 Type: non-ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Flamingo Net / University of Miami ARC 

Website: http://www.FlamingoNet.8m.net  

 

11/19/2011 | Starke Annual Hamfest & Computer Show  

Location: Starke, FL 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Amateur Radio Club-Bradford Area 

Website: 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_12982708375320

1 

 

12/03/2011 | West Central Florida Section Convention (Tampa Bay 

Hamfest)  

Location: Palmetto, FL 

Type: ARRL Convention 

Sponsor: Florida Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Council (FGCARC) 

Website: http://www.fgcarc.org/   

 

 RADIO LAW: ANTI DISTRACTED DRIVING MEASURE       

INTRODUCED IN US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Federal legislation to ban use of handheld phones and other 

mobile devices while driving has been introduced in the United 

States House of Representatives. Amateur Radio Newsline's 

Bruce Tennant, K6PZW, reports: 

 

According to published news reports, Representative Carolyn 

McCarthy of New York said the legislation titled the "Safe 

Drivers Act of 2011" would direct the Department of Transpor-

tation to set a national standard to prohibit drivers from using 

hand-held mobile devices, except in certain emergency situa-

tions. The legislation, as now proposed, states a handheld 

device would at this time not include voice-operated, vehicle-

integrated, or hands-free devices that allow an individual to 

operate that device without the use of either hand - except to 

activate or deactivate a feature or function. 

 

In addition to developing a national handheld ban, the legisla-

tion would also require the Department of Transportation to 

conduct a study on all aspects of distracted driving. In particu-

lar, the study would look at cognitive distraction which involves 

whether drivers can still be dangerously distracted while using 

mobile phones even when they are operated with hands-free 

devices or voice commands. 

 

Within two years of the proposed law's passage, the Depart-

ment of Transportation would be required to report on its find-

ings and possibly tighten its restrictions even further on the 

use of all mobile device used in vehicles. States that did not 

comply with the Federal government's standard within two 

years would be penalized by having 25% of their federal high-

way funding withheld. 

 

It's unknown whether or not the use of handheld push-to-talk 

microphones used by two-way radio users such as police, fire, 

delivery services, CB operators and hams would be exempted 

from McCarthy's proposed national ban. 

 

For the Amateur Radio Newsline, I;m Bruce Tennant, K6PZW, 

in Los Angeles 

-- 

 

The complete text of the proposal as currently written is avail-

able for download in pdf format at tinyurl.com/3w63f9t (Detroit 

Free Press, Infrastructurist.com, SFGte.com, others) 

 

 

 

http://pcars.org/
http://www.flamingonet.8m.net/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/starke-annual-hamfest-computer-show
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_129827083753201
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_129827083753201
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/west-central-florida-section-convention-tampa-bay-hamfest-1
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/west-central-florida-section-convention-tampa-bay-hamfest-1
http://www.fgcarc.org/
http://tinyurl.com/3w63f9t
http://infrastructurist.com/
http://sfgte.com/
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Broward County Amateur Radio Clubs and Nets 

 

Broward Amateur Radio Club (BARC) W4AB 

Meets   7:30  p.m.  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  each  month   at  the  Davie  Police  Department, which is located at 

1230 Nob Hill Road,  Davie  Fl.  Further  information is available on the club repeater 146.91 Contact: Robin Terrill, 

N4HHP / BARC President Phone: (954) 249-5343 E-mail: N4HHP@ARRL.NET:  Web: http://www.eagle3.net/barc  

Broward Amateur Radio Club (BARC) W4AB Traders Net 

The  Broward  Amateur Radio Club is proud to announce that we will be starting up a traders net once again after 

many years of  not having one.  If you have anything to buy. sell, or just want to listen, please advise Net Control after 

you are checked in and   are  acknowledged  by  Net  Control.   Every  licensed  ham  is  welcome  and encouraged to 

check in  This net will meet every  Wednesday starting at 8:00 PM local time on  the Broward Amateur Radio Clubôs 

146.910 MHz PL 110.9 Hz. -600 Repeater.   

Broward County Emergency Preparedness Net (BCEPN) 

The  net  will  meet  every  Wednesday night  at 7:00 pm on the Broward Amateur Radio repeater at 146.910 with a PL 

Tone of 110.9  Hz.  At  7:15 pm,  the general session will take place on the same frequency.Stations checking in should 

use their callsign, name, and the zone you are in. Any information about the net can be sent to bcepn01@gmail.com  

Davie / Cooper City Amater Radio Club (DCARC) KJ4URW 

Meets at 7:30 P.M. on the second Wednesday of each month at the Davie Police Department, which is located at 1230 

Nob Hill Road,  Davie  Fl.  The  club is geared towards people in the west Broward area - which is where our activities 

take place - with an   emphasis   on   newer  operators.   Contact:   Rob  Frailing,  AJ4SB  /  DCARC  President.  Phone:  

(954)  701-3966  E-mail: frailing@comcast.net.  (Our website is still under construction). 

Gold Coast Amateur Radio Association (GCARA) W4BUG 

Meets  7:30  p.m.  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of each month (except December) at the Imperial Point Medical Center, 

6401 North Federal  Highway,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL in  the hospital auditorium. Refreshments are provided. Dinner is 

available in the cafeteria  @  5:15 pm  GCARA / ARRL VE Testing @ 6:00pm in Auditorium C. Meeting starts @ 7:30pm 

in Auditorium A. Talk-in on 146.610 MHz. and 146.820 MHz., -600 Pl 110.9 Hz.   Contact: Joseph Tiritilli, N4ZUW. Phone: 

(954) 428-4817 Web: http://www.w4bug.org/;  

E- mail: walter1127@att.net  

Hollywood Amateur Radio Club (HARC) 

Club repeater: WB4TON 146.985 PL 88.5. Contact: Bob Young, KC4KME. Phone: (954) 296-1242 E-mail: 

kc4kme@yahoo.com 

Motorola Amateur Radio Club (MARC) 

(open only to current and former Motorola employees) Contact: Richard E. Pratt, K4XF. Phone: (954) 723-5000 

Web:   http://www.geocities.com/bcepn/freeflea.html;  E-mail: w4mot@arrl.net   

 

Palmetto Amateur Radio Club (PARC) 

Meets  7:30  p.m.  the  second  Monday of each month at Memorial Regional Hospital 3501 Johnson Street, Hollywood, 

Florida (Main  Auditorium,  inside  the main hospital entrance). Talk-in: 146.850 and 442.250. Contact: Robert P. Brode-

rick, Jr., WE4B.  

Phone: (954) 524-6051 Web: http://www.palmettoarc.org/  E-mail: palmetto@arrl.net  

South Florida DX Association (SFDXA) K4FK 
Meets  7:33  p.m.  on  the  firs t Wednesday  of  odd  numbered  months at Florida Medical Center, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
which is located  at  5500  West  Oakland  Park Blvd.   Further  information is available on the club repeater 147.33/93 
PL 103.5 DX Net: Wed. evenings at 7:30 PM on the club repeater. 
Contact: Ed Callaway N4II / SFDXA President E-mail: n4ii@arrl.net Web: http://www.qsl.net/k4fk/ 
 
WR4AYC Repeater Group  
Contact: Marshall A. Paisner, N4BIF. Phone: (954) 873-2234 Web: http://wr4ayc.org/ E-mail: wr4ayc@arrl.net  
 
 
 

http://www.eagle3.net/barc
mailto:bcepn01@gmail.com
mailto:frailing@comcast.net
http://www.w4bug.org/
mailto:walter1127@att.net
mailto:kc4kme@yahoo.com
http://www.geocities.com/bcepn/freeflea.html
mailto:w4mot@arrl.net
http://www.palmettoarc.org/
mailto:palmetto@arrl.net
mailto:n4ii@arrl.net
http://www.qsl.net/k4fk/
http://wr4ayc.org/
mailto:wr4ayc@arrl.net
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άNOT JUST ANOTHER PRETTY FACEέ 

SERVING AMATEUR RADIO SINCE 1980 
DOMESTIC & INTERNATIONAL 

ICOM-ASTRON-AMERITRON-MFJ-HY-GAIN-MIRAGE-SCS-TRAM-UNIDEN 
SHAKESPEARE-HUSTLER-COMET-MALDOL-DAIWA-ARRL-VANCO 

1069 NW 53 STREET, FT. LAUDERDALE, FL. 33309 
PH: 954-491-7110 
FX:954-491-7011 

TOLL FREE 800-427-3066 mspivak@bellsouth.net 
Hours: 9AM ς 4PM Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  

9AM ς 12 PM Wednesday and Saturday  

          

                                Please send it to the Editor by the 15 th  of each month      

          

 

mailto:mspivak@bellsouth.net

